PAGE  






          FRIENDS OF THE 



GOVERNOR’S PROGRAM FOR GIFTED CHILDREN  


    Ab illo cui multum datur multum requritur.  To whom much is given, much is required. 













June 21, 2006
Dear Fellow Giftie Alum:

The remarkably successful GPGC reunion last summer motivated many Giftie alums to strengthen our relationship with the Governor’s Program for Gifted Children.  For those of you who missed the reunion, the best description of it may be:  “Sleep was unnecessary.”  Most Giftie alums who came to the reunion talked until dawn each night – with old friends we had not seen in 30 years, with recent friends we’ve met  through the GPGC alumni listserv newsgroup, and with new friends we had not met until the reunion but with whom we felt an instant connection.  


Last summer’s reunion opened a window for many of us to reflect on where we would be if at an early age we had not been given the opportunity to embark on classical literary voyages or on a lifelong journey of embracing philosophical questions. Many fellow Giftie alums credit the doors GPGC opened as pivotal points in their lives for their scientific or mathematical curiosity being ignited and confidence strengthened by the pursuit of intellectual quests in a safe harbor.  The experiences and, most importantly, the friendships forged at GPGC were life-changing for most of us.  Dr. Middleton’s extraordinary vision built a foundation of hundreds of young lives (many now considered to be somewhat older . . . no names mentioned).  That vision is rapidly moving toward its 50th anniversary in 2008 – just two short years from now.  

Challenging times . . .

The GPGC experience, while priceless for those of us who participated, was financed by the sacrifices of our parents, along with government funding.  Current economic conditions could adversely affect the outreach and education the Program has been able to provide the talented young minds of our home state.  These are difficult times for the Governor’s Program for Gifted Children – perhaps the most challenging times the Governor’s Program has faced in its almost-50 year history.  Hurricanes Katrina and Rita struck devastating blows to New Orleans, Lake Charles and other communities across Louisiana.  Some current Gifties are still living in exile, far away from their hometowns, having lost everything they owned in the floodwaters.


The Louisiana Legislature appropriates about $150,000 to GPGC each year.  Some years, whether the appropriation actually will be made is touch-and-go.  GPGC would be on much firmer financial footing if it were not so dependent on the whims of politicians.
We’re already raised $10,000!


With challenge comes opportunity.  We are fortunate indeed that just before the twin hurricanes came barreling toward the Gulf Coast, we were organizing a strong GPGC alumni association and, along with it, our first sustained alumni giving campaign.  Like many things, those efforts were slowed by the dislocation caused by the hurricanes, but now they are again gaining momentum.


In December, we made an end-of-the year fundraising appeal.  Many of you gave generously, and we raised over $5,000!  That money is going toward scholarships for Gifties who cannot afford full tuition this summer.  In preparing for this fundraising campaign, we recently raised another $5,000.


As gratifying as this generosity is, it is just a start.  Through the Friends of the Governor’s Program for Gifted Children the alumni, going back to 1959, are pooling resources to establish an “Opening Doors for New Footsteps” campaign to offset the growing cost of tuition. We are asking those who feel called to participate to consider a 3-year pledge to fund the shortfall of financial resources sorely needed. 
Where the money will go . . .


Most of the money we raise in this fundraising campaign will go toward scholarships.  Because of the hurricanes, some Gifties will have to travel from other states for the first time; for others, money that would have gone to GPGC tuition must now go toward rebuilding the family home.


The Program also needs a hurricane contingency fund.  This year’s freshman class is the smallest in years – extra funds will be needed next year for recruitment.  In addition, McNeese was hit particularly hard by Hurricane Rita.  For example, the GPGC office lost its copy machine in the flood waters.  With your contributions, the hefty expense of replacing it will not have to be taken out of teacher salaries, books or other more important Program activities.

Colette dorm, where Gifties have lived in recent summers (as well as in some not so recent summers . . . ), is undergoing major repairs.  Gifties will live in another dorm that does not have a lobby, which means no common space in the dorm for Gifties to hang out, play ping-pong or watch television.  Counselors will have to be more creative than usual in finding activities and field trips to keep Gifties busy, entertained and, dare I say it, out of trouble!  Thus, an “activities fund” is essential.

A chance to give something back . . . 


Our target is to be able to announce the results of our efforts by the end of this summer’s Program schedule. Our summers together were major development periods in our lives, not because of isolated events or actions, but many times because of what we experienced as a combined body. We again have an opportunity to reunite to help gifted students continue to stretch their minds and open their hearts to the wonderful possibilities that await them.


I know how important the Governor’s Program was to so many of us.  In a survey we took at the reunion last summer, we learned that large numbers of “former” Gifties still have our dog tags and copies of Miles to Go.  Many who are lawyers started down that path during GPGC debate classes or in the GPGC government; journalists started their writing careers at The Thinker; engineers first picked up a slide rule in GPGC math classes; scientists conducted their first experiments during GPGC science classes; musicians first played in an orchestra at GPGC; doctors first undressed a “patient” . . .  well, you get the idea. ;-)  Here is our chance to give something back.
A special place . . . 


Despite advances in gifted education, the Program remains very special.  Amazingly, Dr. Middleton is still the GPGC director.  In addition, there is now a hands-on “principal” and assistant director, Josh Brown (GPGC Class of 1986).   Please read the attached page, “Out of the Mouths of . . . Current Gifties” for an incredible look at what the Governor’s Program means to current gifties.

We cannot predict exactly how today’s gifties will contribute to their communities as adults, but we know that, because of their experiences at GPGC, many of today’s gifties will become outstanding artists, educators, scientists, researchers, parents and volunteers.   Our world will be enhanced by their thoughtfulness and their love of learning that the Governor’s Program nurtured and encouraged to flourish.
How to make donations . . . 


You can give online by going to www.giftie.org (a prototype GPGC alumni website) --  click on Donate NOW! in the top rectangular orange box in the upper left-hand corner of the home page.  Or make out a check to Friends of the GPGC and send it to our Treasurer at the following address: 

Hunter Nibert


1216 Magnolia Drive


Carrollton, TX  75007


Please also fill out the attached donor pledge form.  The 3-year pledge is designed to give a longer view of new financial support that the Program will be able to count on, from those of us who historically have not had an opportunity to help as much as we would have liked.  Friends of the GPGC is a 501(c)(3) organization, and your donations are tax-deductible.  

A second form, entitled “GPGC ALUM CONTACT INFO FORM,” also is attached.  Whether or not you are able to make a pledge or donation at this time, please fill out the attached contact information form so that we can stay in touch to notify you of GPGC alumni activities.  You can either print and mail the completed forms to Hunter Nibert at the above address or send them via e-mail to me (roym@phelps.com).

Please give as generously as you can.  No amount is too small (and, of course, no amount too large…).  It is the collective efforts of each of us, coming together, that will create something meaningful and significant.

Warmly,
Mary Ellen

Mary Ellen Roy

GPGC, 1971-1974

Chair, Friends of GPGC Fundraising
504-584-9254
roym@phelps.com




Out of the Mouths of . . . Current Gifties

Some of you may be wondering whether the Governor’s Program is as meaningful today as it was back in our day -- whether that day was in the 1960s, 70s, 80s or 90s.   After all, today there are more gifted programs in Louisiana schools, more extracurricular activities for talented kids, and Louisiana is less isolated than it once was before the days of the global economy. 

After the hurricanes hit Louisiana, current Gifties were asked to write essays describing what the Governor’s Program for Gifted Children means to them.  Here are excerpts from one essay:

I can think of one thing in my life that was challenge and opportunity all in one.  That is the GPGC. . . .  I would grow to love those seven weeks of the summer more than Christmas, my birthday, and the release of the newest Harry Potter book – combined!  Why did the Program inspire such devotion from me?  It gave me challenges, opportunities, and the best friends I will ever know.  I gave it my heart.  Every aspect of my behavior and my thoughts are influenced by one thing:  I went to GPGC.   I often marvel at the odd ways that the program has changed me. After five years of Musical class, I adore Gilbert and Sullivan far more than any modern pop group and find myself yearning for a personal copy of Schubert’s Mass in G to remind me of the summer when I too sang that mass. . . .  GPGC was the first place I truly learned about life or love or really true friendship.  This program was what made me exceptional to myself.  I went to GPGC. . . .  The classes are harder, more intriguing and far more stimulating than any I would have ever taken at home.  The Governor’s Program was my opportunity to learn as I had never learned before.  I think about Plato’s views on the soul now, and have become very familiar with Thoreau’s creative nonfiction. . . .   
“I think about Plato’s views on the soul now.”  That gives me goose bumps. From another Giftie:

I’ve found my utopia.  I found it four years ago as our car pulled into the shady parking lot of McNeese University’s Sallier Hall.  Have you ever been somewhere and been able to be completely yourself, exactly how you were made to be?  I have.  Have you ever looked challenge in the eye and known that you were truly happy?  I have. . . .  The Governor’s Program is a sanctuary. . . .  It is a place where we can go to spend time with each other, and spend time with other people like us, and be taught by teachers that understand how we think.  To all of us, this program is a big part of our lives. . . .  Many of my closet friends are found on the McNeese campus during the summer.  My closest relationships lie at the Program.  Seeing my friends and the staff is something that I look forward to every year.  We all do.  We all love the Program, and even the thought that it might not happen is very distressing. . . .  This is a wonderful program. It has changed many lives, including my own.  I hope that it will continue for many years to come. It means the world to us, and I would like to see it mean the world to many others as well.  

So . . . if these young gifties are any guide, the Governor’s Program for Gifted Children appears to be every bit as meaningful to today’s Gifties as it was to the rest of us “back in the day.”  

Please give generously.  

Ab illo cui multum datur multum requritur.  To whom much is given, much is required.
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